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There’s no simple and short answer to the question.  Each organization has a unique personality that is reflected 
in their goals, methods and regulations.  There is no one perfect sanctioning venue for all people so you need to pick the 
one(s) that best meet your agility competition needs.  One word of caution,……..discussion of sanctioning organizations 
can be like participating in a political debate.  There may be strong feelings about the venues and their goals/rules.   

Each of the venues has a website and should be the final authority.  Below are some of primary differences and 
programs, but it is not meant to be “all inclusive” by any stretch of the imagination. 
 
USDAA – “United States Dog Agility Association, www.usdaa.com

From the USDAA Rulebook, “USDAA was founded in 1986 for the purpose of Promoting International Standards 
in Dog Agility.  USDAA rules and regulations were derived from the rules in practice in Great Britain and have evolved 
within a framework to maintain and promote the highest standards compatible with standards in practice throughout the 
world.”   

Dogs must be at least 18 months old to compete.  Purebred and crossbred dogs are eligible to compete and all 
dogs must be registered with USDAA. 

A Junior Handler Program is offered for handlers up to 18 years old.  Special class levels and standards are part 
of the program and Junior Handler events are offered at select trials only, so check the premium.  The Veterans Division 
was discontinued April 1, 1999. 

USDAA has two titling programs: Championship and Performance.  Performance dogs jump a 4 inch lower height 
and have a 5’-6” aframe height (Championship aframe height is 6’-3”), plus some other course and obstacle differences.  
Performance SCT is 3 seconds added to the Championship SCT. 

  There are three levels in each titling program; the lowest levels being P1 (Performance 1) and Starters/Novice, 
then P2 and Advanced, and the top levels are P3 and Masters. 

Classes offered are Standard, Jumpers, Gamblers and Snooker.  Pairs Relays, Steeplechase (often called Leap 
and Chase for Performance classes), Local and Regional Qualifiers, and Team Tournaments may be offered at trials.   

Equipment requirements are based on the international standards, thus dogwalks and aframes must have slats.  
Dogwalks and teeters have 36” contact zones and the aframe contact zone is 42”.  Jump heights are 8, 12, 16, 22 and 26 
inches. 
 
NADAC - “North American Dog Agility Council, www.nadac.com

NADAC values “courses that are fast and flowing” and their “goal is to maintain a competitive environment that 
tests dog and handler teams with appropriate challenges, while combining speed accuracy, distance, and teamwork.” 

All healthy, trained dogs over eighteen (18) months of age are eligible to compete in NADAC agility trials.  Dogs 7 
years or older, handlers age 60 or older or handlers with certificate of disability may compete in the Veteran’s Division. 

2006 will see some important changes to NADAC’s titling programs and competition.  There will be two titling 
divisions (similar in concept to USDAA) called Skilled and Proficient.  Skilled division dogs may jump four inches lower, 
have an adjusted SCT (higher) and slightly different requirements for a qualifying run. 

Three levels are offered in both divisions:  Novice, Open and Elite.  Five of the existing classes are offered in 
2006: Regular, Jumpers, Tunnelers, Weavers and Touch N’ Go.  A Championship Class and the Bonus Box have been 
added this year.  For 2006 only, an optional class called Wildcard can be offered to temporarily replace the old Gamblers 
class. 

Slats are not allowed on any contact equipment and rubber contact surfaces are encouraged. The Aframe is set 
to 5’-0” at the apex.  Wing jumps and the pause table are not used.  All contact zones are 42 inches long.  Jump heights 
are 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, and 20+ inches. 

 
AKC – “American Kennel Club”, www.akc.org
 The AKC has a very specific mission statement and goals.  Agility is just one portion of their numerous 
organization activities that include conformation, obedience, rally and tracking. 

The AKC Mission Statement is “The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding the integrity of its Registry, 
promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breeding for type and function. Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affiliated 
organizations advocate for the purebred dog as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to 
protect the rights of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership.” 

All dogs 12 months of age or older (changes to 15 months and older after 8/1/06) and registered with the AKC 
may be entered in an AKC agility trial.  Dogs with Indefinite Listing Privileges (ILP) and Foundation Stock Service (FSS) 
listing are eligible as well.  Dogs with recognized breed characteristics but without a documented heritage may qualify for 
an ILP registration.  FSS registrations are given to breeds that do not have full AKC recognition such as the Pyrenean 
Shepherd, Swedish Vallhund and others.. 

Specialty breed clubs may hold agility trials that are exclusive to a particular breed or allow that breed a preferred 
entry acceptance so check the premiums. 

http://www.usdaa.com/
http://www.nadac.com/
http://www.akc.org/
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Two competition divisions are offered: Regular and Preferred which jumps 4” lower with a longer SCT.  The three 

levels in each division are Novice, Open and Excellent. Two classes offered are Standard Agility and Jumpers With 
Weaves (JWW). 

Obstacle familiarization, which allows both the handler and the dog to try the contact obstacles one time, may be 
scheduled once for the Novice class teams.  Check the premium since this is not always offered or may be scheduled just 
one time during the entire weekend of a trial. 

Handlers should be aware that an AKC Novice Standard course will always include a broad jump, panel jump and 
a pause table which may require either a sit or down stay as determined by the judge.  Weave poles are always in Novice 
Standard and Novice Jumpers With Weaves (JWW). 

For 2006, the AKC has made a large number of agility rule changes.  A 26” class will be added, a PAX Preferred 
class for extreme breeds, veteran dogs and veteran handlers will be offered, a new FAST class resembling Gamblers will 
be added, and a number of obstacle construction requirements have been changed.  The FAST class will be offered 
1/1/07 and all other changes take effect 9/1/06. 
 
CPE – “Canine Performance Events”, www.k9cpe.com

CPE’s philosophy is “For the dog and handler to have fun while successfully competing for agility titles as a 
cohesive unit, achieved through positive training and teamwork.” 

Any trained, healthy dog 15 months or older may compete in a CPE agility trial.  All purebred and mixed breed are 
equally eligible for entry.  Any dog 6 years old or older may compete as a veteran and jump 4” lower than their regular 
height.  Certain listed breeds older than 3 years may compete as early veterans.  Handicapped/Differently Abled Handlers 
may compete against a modified Standard Course Time (SCT). 

CPE offers five different competition levels; Levels One through Five.  Level One is often called “Sub-Novice” 
when compared to some of the other lower levels in other venues, so this can be a great venue and level for people to 
begin their agility competition careers. 

CPE has seven different classes: Standard, Colors, Jackpot, Jumpers, Wildcard, Snooker and Fullhouse.  The 
rules for each class can be found on the CPE website. 

Slats are required for the Aframe and encouraged for the dogwalk.  Contact zones are 42 inches long.  Jump 
heights are 4, 8, 12, 15, 20 and 24 inches. The Aframe apex is 5’-3” for 9ft Aframe sides. 

One significant 2006 rule change is that you can complete full titles under just one judge. There is a very handy 
title tracking form on the CPE website to record your qualifying runs. 

 
ASCA – “Australian Shepard Club of America”,  www.asca.org
 ASCA is the single largest single breed dog registry in North America, and despite its name, all dogs over 18 
months old are eligible to compete in ASCA agility events.  A club could limit trial entries to only Australian Shepherds so 
check the premium carefully. 
 There are certain breed jump height exemptions to allow a lower jump height.  Veteran dogs seven years or older, 
handlers over 60 years and disabled handlers can also have a modified SCT. 
 Divisions are Standard, Veteran and Junior Handler.  Classes offered are Regular, Jumpers and Gamblers.  
Competition levels are Novice, Elite and Open. 
 ASCA commonly dual sanctioned trials with NADAC in the past but that affiliation will end in 2006. 
 
DOCNA – “Dogs On Course in North America”, www.docna.com

DOCNA is the new gang on the block and 2006 is the first year of DOCNA trials.  The DOCNA mission is to 
provide “Challenging courses that require the handler /dog team to handle both work away sections and close proximity 
handling challenges without losing sight of FLOW on course.”  Grandfathering of points/titles from other venues is allowed 
in DOCA. 

Mixed-Breeds as well as purebreds are welcome and eligible for entry.  Any dog 12 months old may enter the 
Select or Junior Handler Division. Dogs are not eligible to enter the Competition Division until they are 15 months old. 

Competition Division and Select Divisions will be offered in all classes.  Competition Division is more difficult with 
tougher SCTs.  Select Division dogs will jump 4” lower and have a 10% longer SCT. 

The Veterans Division is for those dogs that have reached 7 years of age or dogs being handled by anyone 60 
years of age or older.  Dogs jump a 4” lower height and SCT is increased 15% over the Competition Division.  The Grand 
Veterans Division is for those dogs that have reached 10 years of age or any handler 60 years old or older and handling a 
dog 7 years old or older. Grand Veterans Division handlers must choose to jump their dog at least 4 inches lower than 
their Select/Veteran jump height.  They also have the choice of jumping 8 inches lower than their Select/Veteran jump 
height, with the lowest height being 4 inches. SCT for the Grand Veterans Division will be 20% higher. 

Disabled/handicapped exhibitors will be allowed extra time for qualifying purposes only.  There will be a place on 
the entry form to designate this category.  A Junior Handler Division is also available to handlers from 7 to 16 years old 
and their dogs will jump 4” to 20” and compete against a SCT 15% more than the Competition Division SCT for the 
course. 

 Novice, Intern and Specialist class levels are offered within the divisions.  Classes include Standard, Jumpers, 
Traditional Gamblers, Strategic Time Gamble, Snakes ‘N’ Ladders and Triligy. 

Revised: 10 Jan 2006                                                                                                                                                                Page 2 of 4 

http://www.k9cpe.com/
http://www.asca.org/
http://www.docna.com/


Agility Sanctioning Organizations   -  Continued     
A variety of equipment standards are authorized and the trial premium will specify if slats will be on the 

equipment and what equipment will be used at the trial.  Jump heights are 4, 8, 12, 15, 20 and 24 inches (not 
all heights available in each division). 
 
UKC – “United Kennel Club”, www.ukcdogs.com
 A large organization that recognizes over 300 breeds of dogs and has numerous event programs 
including conformation, obedience, agility, weight pulls, hunting and field events. 
 There is a Limited Privilege (LP) Program that allows spayed/neutered dogs of mixed breed and dogs 
of unknown pedigree to compete in UKC performance events including agility trials.  Dogs must be six months 
old and have current inoculations to compete in UKC agility. 
 Agility I, II and III classes are offered.  Jump Heights are 8, 14 and 20 inches.  Nine weave poles form a 
full set and spacing is 21 to 24 inches.  Contact zones are 42 inches long. 

UKC has a very unique list of approved agility obstacles, including the log hurdle, brush fence hurdle, 
picket fence hurdle, water hurdle and the sway bridge, so you may want to investigate the venue a little more 
before you enter a trial. 
 
TDAA – “ Teacup Dog Agility Association”, www.dogagility.org
 The mission of TDAA is to provide a “competitive venue for dogs of small stature without regard to 
breed or pedigree and to encourage course challenges that are comparable to the course challenges which 
face large dog handlers in other popular venues.”   

Teacup is limited to those dogs that measure 17” or less and are at least 12 months old.  Veteran dogs 
7 years old or older may jump 4 inches lower.  Jump height exemptions are available for certain breeds and 
dogs with certain body characteristics. 

Standard and a variety of games classes are offered.  Jump heights are 4, 8, 12 and 16 inches.  
Tunnels may be 16 to 24 inch diameter.  The pause table is either 6 or 12 inches tall (required table 
performance can be either a sit or down stay!) and slats are optional.  Weave pole spacing is 18 or 20 inches 
apart.  Other obstacles may be down-sized and the course design also reflects closer obstacle spacing and 
shorter course yardages. 

Teacup trials have been held locally at Muddy Paws in Westminster, VT and All Dogs Gym in 
Manchester, NH. 
 
AMBOR – “American Mixed Breed Obedience Registration”, www.amborusa.org

“The American Mixed Breed Obedience Registration was established in 1983 in an effort to improve 
opportunities for mixed-breed dogs and to acknowledge the efforts and achievements of their handlers in 
obedience and agility competition. AMBOR provides support to these handlers and affirms the 
accomplishments of mixed-breeds in all avenues of service to mankind.” 

In 2003, with the assistance of NADAC, AMBOR began offering AMBOR-sanctioned agility trials across 
the country. AMBOR also implemented a national mixed-breed ranking system that is derived from these 
sanctioned agility trials, as well as national obedience and agility ranking systems for those that compete in 
UKC events. 

AMBOR dogs can show at ASCA(Australian Shepherd Club of America) shows, UKC events, AMBOR-
sanctioned agility trials and local events hosted by training clubs. In 2002 AMBOR held the first ever mixed-
breed national championship in Indianapolis. 
 
If you are interested in taking an agility vacation north of the border, you may want to look into the following two 
Canadian agility organizations. 
CKC – “Canadian Kennel Club”, www.ckc.ca
  The CKC has goals and regulations similar to the AKC, thus not all dogs are eligible to be registered 
and compete in CKC events. 
AAC – Agility Association of Canada”, www.aac.ca
 Another North American agility organization located in Canada. 
 
Other Sanctioning Venue Considerations……………. 
Judging Course Performance - You need to be aware that each sanctioning venue has very specific rules for 
judging the performance of the handler team on the course.  Contact obstacles and weave poles among others 
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may have very different requirements for proper completion depending on the venue and also the division/level 
that you are competing in may have different criteria. 
Obstacle Specifications – Each venue has a set of rules covering the allowed ring equipment and their 
specifications.  Contact zones, jump heights, allowable contact surfaces, chute lengths and diameters of tires 
and chute barrels are some of the common differences.  NADAC does not allow any slats on contacts and has 
been promoting rubber contact surfaces.  And if you are considering UKC, you need to research some of their 
unique equipment items and possibly do some familiarization with your dog. 
Training In The Ring – Several venues specifically do NOT allow “training in the ring” and you will be whistled 
off the course immediately if the judge determines that your actions constitute “training in the ring”.  Other 
venues like NADAC and DOCNA will allow what is called training in the ring but you will not be eligible for a 
qualifying score.  Toys or treats are never allowed in the ring even if you are training.  Read the venue 
websites for what is allowed as “training in the ring” and there are limitations for allowable training. 
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